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The Gospel. 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A). 

Today is a rare Sunday when the one theme is common 

to all three readings. Isaiah opens up the invitation on 

the holy mountain to all people who act out of justice 

and integrity. Then Paul reflects on how the rejection 

of the Christian message by many of the Jews meant a 

more determined mission towards other nations. The 

Canaanite woman represents the nations of the world 

who will be welcomed into the people of God. To God 

there are no outsiders. He loves us all, and he pursues 

us relentlessly. 

 smawilton 
SMA Church & 
Parish Centre 

Eucharist Visit. 
Some members are housebound. Some members of our 
parish are ready and willing to bring the Eucharist to our 
housebound members if requested. These ministers have 
been Garda vetted and have the approval of the church to 
undertake this ministry. Parishioners requesting a visit for 
the Eucharist should contact Fr. Michael or the parish 
office.  

Reflection from our books on sale. 
(Interesting, this book was written 40 years ago). 
 
Why don't young people come to church? Not only is 
faith endangered by false images of God but also by 
impoverished experiences of Church. Over ten years 
ago, a Vatican report on youth singled out the          
credibility of the Church as a major obstacle to          
religious faith today. Again and again in meetings with 
older teenagers and their parents, I have run into the 
thorny issue of Mass attendance. I find myself coming 
back to two basic responses. First, we have to           
recognize that we have shifted from a culture of       
obedience to a culture of experience; previously, in the 
upbringing of some of the parents, if authority said 
something was true or right, reverence for authority 
swung the issue in favor of obedience. But in a culture 
of experience, that same attitude doesn’t wash. There 
is a different starting point for questioning whereby it 
“has to make sense to me” or else, it does not make 
sense at all. In this new culture, which in itself is no 
better nor worse than its alternative, an obligation or 
duty seems irrelevant unless experience validates it. 

Urban Bulldogs Against Kids Abuse. 
Urban Bulldogs Against Kids Abuse is a biker organization 

who advocate against child abuse. They  support kids who 

have been sexually, physically and psychologically abused. 

They will join us on our Parish Fun Day on September 

13th in the church grounds. More details on the group can 

be found on the charity boxes in the 

church. To date, we have collected €993 

for the group. This was raised from    

donations and the sale of books and CDs 

at the back of the church. We will collect 

for the group until the Fun Day on      

September 13th. 

Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and  
Collectors. 
The summer months, with people going on holidays etc., 
highlights the shortage of people in our parish who     
maintain the various ministers for our parish. Readers,  
Eucharistic ministers, collectors are always in short supply. 
This time of the year is an opportune time for members to 
appreciate that the invitation is extended to all               
parishioners to participate in these ministries for the good 
of the parish. 
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