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The Gospel 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A). 
 

The parables of the treasure in the Þeld and the 
pearl of great price are similar. Both suggest the 
kingdom of God is present though unperceived.           

Only the very shrewd discover                        
it. When they do discover it, they                    
sacriÞce everything to possess it.  

The treasure we Þnd is really a                         
gift that is given. We need not work to attain the          
kingdom, nor can we earn it in any way. It is  
given to us by God; all we have to do is accept 
it. In a sense, the kingdom of God is ours for the 
asking.  

Unfortunately, we do not always                          
recognize its value, and we do not                    
ask for it. 

Parish Monthly Charity 
The picture shows Sr. Bridie receiving the cheque of €3,300 
on  behalf  of  her  community’s  chariƟes  in  South                           
America. She  was  extremely  grateful  for  our  support. This 
weekend  we  are  responding  to  another  charity  which  we 
will support up to early September. 

 smawilton SMA Church & 
Parish Centre 

Safeguarding the Human Person in the 
Time of Artificial Intelligence 
Copies of Pope Leo’s recent encyclical on Safeguarding 
the Human Person in the Time of ArƟficial Intelligence 
are on sale in the Mass Office. Price €8. 

Piece Taken from Books on Sale at the 
Back of the Church 
The books are €2 each and the proceeds go to our current 
parish charity. 
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· Can the community make it harder for the                     
individual to sell all? 

· Why does the disciple have to sell everything? 
· The treasure was found in the subsoil of the man’s daily 

work. Where can Jesus be found today? 
· God’s  kingdom  is  exemplified  in  the  gospel  as  a  pure 

giŌ. What is your reacƟon to this giŌ? 

Parish Participation 
The summer months, with people going on holidays etc., 
highlights  the  shortage  of  people  who  maintain  the       
various  ministers  for  our  parish. Readers,  EucharisƟc 
ministers and collectors are always  in short supply. This 
Ɵme  of  the  year  is  an  opportune  Ɵme  for members  to 
appreciate  that  the  invitaƟon  is  extended  to  all             
parishioners  to  parƟcipate  in  these  ministries  for  the 
good of the parish. 

Confession During the Summer 

Priests in the community will be available for                  
confession during the summer period on Friday’s only. 

4 TO 5 pm: Confession will be heard in the room                  
opposite the sacristy. 

Getting More from the Sunday Readings 
Each  week  the  parish  provides  a  reflecƟon  on  the              
Sunday  Gospel. We  have  now  introduced  a  new               
format  which  includes  a  reflecƟon  that  could  help             
parents to reflect on the gospel with the family. 
Copies are in the middle of the church. Please take one 
home. 




