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The Gospel 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A). 
There may be darnel in the wheat-field; the mustard 
seed may look small, and the yeast may be hidden; 
but the good news is that the kingdom is among us 
and is growing and advancing. Would that our faith 
have the eyes to see and the ears to hear the power 
of God working among us. 
The church is a mysterious mixture of divine and           
human, of grace and free will, of divine seed and            
human soil. Nobody has the right to expect perfect 
wheat, a church of total perfecƟon. Every member of 
the church on earth harbours the roots of seven             
varieƟes of darnel – pride, greed, lust, envy, anger, 
gluƩony, and sloth. Unfortunately, there may be more 
weeds than wheat to be seen in a parƟcular field of 
the church. It is no harm to admit this truth, but it’s 
also important to try to see the wheat rather than the 
weeds in any church community. 

Parish Monthly Charity 
We conclude our support for a Cork Sister of the LiƩle           
Sisters of AssumpƟon, who in her youth worked in South 
America and supported various chariƟes there. The Rev. 
Sister, now in reƟrement, sƟll has a desire to help these 
struggling chariƟes and is reaching out for our support.  
We have collected €3,300. This amount includes money 
from the sale of books and CDs at the back of the church. 
There are leaflets around the church giving some idea of the           
various chariƟes being supported.  
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Safeguarding the Human Person in the 
Time of Artificial Intelligence 
Copies of Pope Leo’s recent encyclical on Safeguarding the 
Human Person in the Time of ArƟficial Intelligence are on 
sale in the Mass Office. Price €8. 

Piece Taken from Books on Sale at the 
Back of the Church 
The books are €2 each and the proceeds go to our current 
parish charity. 

HOW TO RENEW OUR CHURCH TODAY? 

We need to deepen our spiritual and intellectual                  
dimensions of our faith. At the same Ɵme, we must try and 
educate believers away from a narrow and private version 
of faith and towards awareness and service of jusƟce. The 
struggle for faith has changed its ground significantly in the 
years since the Council – from being thought of primarily in 
doctrinal and insƟtuƟonal terms as a countering of                
atheism. Faced with this situaƟon, it is imperaƟve that faith 
be a convicƟon rather than a convenƟon, that the crucial 
decision of faith be rooted in a person’s experience. 

Parish Newsletter 
For most parishes, the weekly newsleƩer is an important 
tool of communicaƟon. It contains the noƟces for the             
coming week and keeps people in the loop about what is 
going on. Many parishes print these noƟces on one side 
of a page with the Sunday readings printed on the             
reverse side. Therefore, the Word of God is taken by the 
people into their homes, where it can be pondered again 
throughout the day and even seen by other family           
members who did not, for whatever reason, come to 
Mass. 
The parish newsleƩer is also a powerful symbol of            
mission and outreach. By giving one to the sick, the 
housebound, and those in nursing homes, we are               
keeping them connected to the faith community and 
reminding them that they have not been forgoƩen. 

 

Fr. Michael surrounded by members of the                         
Filipino community of the "Couples for Christ"                       
movement who came to our parish for a weekend            
retreat. People came from all over Ireland,               
England and America. It was an enriching                        
experience for our parish. 

For more pictures, check out our Facebook “SMA 
Church & Parish Centre” or Instagram “smawilton.” 




