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The Gospel. 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A). 
From this week (the 18th Sunday) unƟl the 24th Sunday, 
a span of seven weeks, our readings will be from the 
fourth secƟon of MaƩhew. Jesus has leŌ the crowds, 
and his aƩenƟon is focused on the smaller group of 
disciples. The more intensive formaƟon which the   
disciples receive prepares them to be the foundaƟon of 
the church. And it is the church which will be the    
powerhouse of the kingdom in the world. 
We might use these weeks to reflect on the qualiƟes of 
being a disciple of Jesus Christ today. 
There is wisdom in the Gospel. It could recall a story of 
the man who prayed in anger to God. “Why do you 
allow all this hunger, Lord, if you are kind and full of 
compassion?” When are you going to do something 
about it? And because his anger in prayer was sincere 
and full of concern, God answered him: “But I am doing 
something. Didn’t I send you?” 
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5 days to recover but not 3 days to consider? 
The contradicƟon of paid leave for aborƟon 

We’re now being told by the Irish government 
that aborƟon is upseƫng — so upseƫng, in fact, 
that you are enƟtled to five days paid leave from 

work to recover. 

But the same people are telling us they want to 
scrap the waiƟng period of three days to consider 

and reflect before making the decision. That 
makes no sense. 

  

BECOMING THE FATHER. 
The Parish has produced and made a prayer card available 
from the proceeds of our PPN Sunday collecƟons. Please 
take one. 
 
The Prodigal Son Returns. 
Why pay so much aƩenƟon to the sons when it is the father 
who is in the center of the picture and when it is the father 
with whom I am to idenƟfy? Why talk so much about being 
like the sons when the real quesƟon is: Are you interested in 
being like the father? 
It feels somehow good to be able to say: “The sons are like 
me.” It gives a sense of being understood. But how does it 
feel to say: “The father is like me?” Do I want to be like the 
father? Do I want to be not just the one who is being          
forgiven, but also the one who forgives; not just the one 
who is being welcomed home, but also the one who         
welcomes home; not just the one who receives mercy, but 
the one who offers mercy as well? 

Urban Bulldogs Against Kids Abuse. 
Urban Bulldogs Against Kids Abuse is a biker organizaƟon 
who advocate against child abuse. They support kids who 
have been sexually, physically, and psychologically 
abused. They will join us on our Parish Fun Day on               
September 13th in the church grounds. More details on 
the group can be found on the charity boxes in the 
church. 

We begin our support for the 
Group with €300 collected from 
the sale of books and CDs at the 
back of the church. We will   
collect for the group unƟl the 
Fun Day.  

Parish Participation. 
The summer months, with people going on holidays 
etc., highlights the shortage of people who maintain 
the various ministers for our parish. Readers,            
EucharisƟc ministers and collectors are always in short 
supply. This Ɵme of the year is an opportune Ɵme for 
members to appreciate that the invitaƟon is extended 
to all parishioners to parƟcipate in these ministries for 
the good of the parish. 




