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Confessions. 
TUESDAY and THURSDAY 
4 TO 5 pm:  Confession will be heard in the room opposite 
the sacristy. 

Gospel. 
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A). 
MaƩhew says that Jesus felt compassion for the people 
because they were harassed and dejected, like sheep   
without a shepherd. Their religious leaders had failed 
them, and the people were flaƩened under a burden of 
taxes and laws. MaƩhew is worried that the Church might 
be tempted to go down the same road in his community. In 
fact, the Church is always in danger of falling under the 
spell of powerful elite groups and organizaƟons. 
What is the Mission of the Church today? 

Tax Back 2026. 
We thank our parishioners who are parƟcipaƟng in our 
Tax Back 2026 program. Reports from the Parish      
Finance Office are that so far this year, €10,000 plus 
has been received from Revenue based on 2025      
contribuƟons, into our parish funds at no expense to 
anyone, only at the inconvenience of members         
parƟcipaƟng in the program. This is only the beginning 
and there is more to come from 2025. We thank those 
members who parƟcipated. 

The Gospel of Matthew. 
For the rest of the year unƟl Advent, we will generally use 
MaƩhew’s Gospel. MaƩhew used Mark’s Gospel as his  
primary source. He also had access to a wriƩen collecƟon 
of the sayings of Jesus and to oral tradiƟon. From that     
material he sought to write a Gospel that would address 
the needs of those to whom he was wriƟng. It is the      
Gospel most frequently cited by Church writers in the          
centuries immediately following its wriƟng. MaƩhew was 
very conscious of Church life. He allowed his own            
experience of the Church to shape what he wrote. 
MaƩhew makes frequent and explicit appeals to the Old 
Testament as he tells the story of Jesus. It was important to 
show that Jesus was the fulfillment of the promises        
contained in the Jewish Scriptures. MaƩhew insists that 
Jesus, not the Law, is the authenƟc interpreter of God’s 
will. This should be an important consideraƟon for us to 
reflect upon as we listen to the Gospel of MaƩhew in the 
coming weeks. 

The Comboni Fathers. 
Fr. Manuel of the Comboni Fathers would like to      
express his graƟtude for the generous support he    
received from our parish last week. It’s inspiring to see 
a priest of 80 plus years, who in the course of his     
missionary life has mastered various languages in order 
to enable him to communicate with the various       
peoples that he worked with. An amount of €2000 was 
collected and will be forwarded to the Comboni       
Fathers. Thanks for your support. 

The Communion procession at Mass 
(Something to think about). 
For many, the Communion procession can become       
familiar, even rouƟne. Yet when we pause and reflect, we 
realise how much is contained in this simple act. 
The next Ɵme you rise to go forward, do so with intenƟon: 
∙  Walk slowly and prayerfully. 
∙  Speak to the Lord in your heart. 
∙  Become aware of what you are about to receive. 
Let each step be filled with meaning. 
THINK ABOUT IT! 

Blackrock Road, Church Roof, and      
Ceiling Renovation Project.  
Thanks to all who aƩended our concert last Friday night in 
St. Joseph’s Church, Wilton. We raised a fabulous 
€4532.55 for St. Joseph’s SMA Parish, Blackrock Road, 
Church Roof, and Ceiling RenovaƟon Project. 
Thank you. Scan the QR code to enjoy some of the 
music.  

CORK SLANG!!                    
In the Parish Centre, is a display of the many, taken for 
granted expressions we Cork people love to use     
without thinking! A pamphlet containing many of these 
expressions has been compiled by the SMA Folklore 
Project. It is available for people to take.  
The cost of producing this booklet comes from funds    
taken up during our second Sunday collecƟons. 
Scan the QR code to view a                             
humorous video about our wonderful          
accent! 
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