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Tax Back 2026. 
We thank our parishioners who are parƟcipaƟng in our Tax 
Back 2026 program. Reports from the Parish Finance Office 
are that so far this year, €10,000 plus has been received 
from Revenue based on 2025 contribuƟons, into our     
parish funds at no expense to anyone, only at the          
“inconvenience of members” parƟcipaƟng in the                
program. This is only the beginning and there is more to 
come from 2025. We thank those members who            
parƟcipated. 

Easter Dues. 
Around the church are Easter Dues envelopes. Please 
take one, and at your convenience, return your Easter 
Dues  envelopes.  

The Gospel. 
Third Sunday of Easter.  
We listen to an important story. It reflects the general 
structure of the Mass we know today. Luke tells us that 
there were two disciples on the road from Jerusalem, back 
to their old way of life. They were downcast as they      
discussed what had happened in Jerusalem. They knew 
about the earthly life of Jesus. They knew about the cross. 
They had heard of the empty tomb, but their faith was too 
weak to grasp that Jesus might be risen.  
Luke is wriƟng, first of all, for his community who are    
unable to recognise the risen Christ in the midst of their 
problems and persecuƟons. When we gather each week to 
celebrate the Eucharist, we too listen to the word of God 
and break bread together.  
Jesus comes among us not as the stranger; rather he 
comes to us in word and sacrament to give us new hope to 
face the future with faith in him. Can we, do we wish to, 
interpret our lives in the light of the great truth that Jesus 
is risen and is Lord? 
Listen to the important words of the Gospel and do they 
resonate with you: “We had hoped” ….” Was it not         
ordained that the Christ should suffer” …. “Did not our 
hearts burn within us” … “the breaking of bread”. 

Support For Trócaire. 
During Lent, we joined with all churches in Ireland in    
supporƟng Trócaire. Our Trócaire contribuƟon to date 
amounts to €10,400. This is the highest amount we have 
collected for Trócaire. As priest of our parish, I am proud 
that we can make such a contribuƟon to a deserving 
cause. We can talk about decline in church aƩendance 
and all, but this really is an important statement by our 
community. Well done and thanks! 

SMA PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK. 
Our annual pilgrimage to Knock takes place on Saturday 
23rd May. 
Bus departs outside the front door of the church at 
8.00am, returning at 10.00pm approx. 
Bus will stop at Tracy’s Hotel, Ennis on outward and    
return journeys. 
COST: €30 (BUS ONLY). Payable at Ɵmes of booking. 
Book in the Mass Office. 

St. Joseph’s SMA Parish Blackrock  
Roof Fundraising. 

 
“Playing the Music you Love”.  

Featuring the Cork Light Orchestra:   
Free admission. Donation on the day for the        

Church Roof and Ceiling Renovation.   
Sunday 19th April 2026, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm,                      

St Michael’s Church, Blackrock.  

Caring For Our Wellbeing Course. 
For people who have an interest in their own health and 
well-being, people who experience emoƟonal distress at 
Ɵmes (that's all of us) and who would like to work        
together with others to explore ways to enhance their 
well-being. 
StarƟng date: Wednesday 29th April - Wednesday 17th 
June. 
DuraƟon: 8 Weeks. Time: 10am - 12.30pm. 
Cost: Free of charge (CETB funded). 
Please contact Social and Health EducaƟon Project to  
register interest.  
Phone: (021) 4666180. 
Email: info@socialandhealth.com 
Venue Address: The Social and Health EducaƟon Project 
(SHEP), Ardfoyle, Ballintemple, Cork,  T12 XDH242. 




