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Easter Dues. 
Around the church are Easter Dues envelopes containing 
our Easter card with a list of the Easter ceremonies in our 
church. Please take one, and at your convenience, return 
your Easter Dues envelopes. 

The Gospel. 
FiŌh Sunday of Lent (Cycle A): John tells the Lazarus story 
in such a way that, along with disciples and Martha and 
Mary, we are led to a deeper understanding of Lazarus’ 
death. 
Facing our own final test. AŌer the struggle of iniƟal faith 
(the Samaritan woman), and a faith made mature through 
tesƟng (the man born blind), facing death oŌen             
consƟtutes a unique challenge to belief. Whether the 
death of a loved one or one’s own death, it is the moment 
one realizes that all depends on God. No human support 
goes with one to the grave; credit cards, health insurance, 
reƟrement programs, and human companionship stop at 
the tomb. One enters alone. 
If there is no God, there is nothing; if Christ has not        
conquered death, there is no future. The brutality of that 
realizaƟon causes trembling even among those who have 
spent their lives professing Christ. We need to hear and 
embrace the bold message that Jesus proclaims in John’s 
Gospel; “I am the life”. Despite all human                         
appearances, “Everyone who believes in me shall never die 
at all”.   Supporting Cork Lions Club. 

Cork Lions Club are asking people to donate any reading 
glasses that are no longer needed. They will recycle them 
for use in Third World countries. If you have glasses 
which you no longer need, drop them at the Parish     
Centre, or put them in the basket at the 
back of the church. This is the last week 
that we make this appeal. 

Support For Trócaire. 
During Lent, we are joining all churches in Ireland in      
supporƟng Trócaire. Our Trócaire contribuƟon to date 
amounts to €4,270.       
The method of support is for each family to take a Trócaire 
envelope which contains a Trócaire money box. People are 
asked to encourage family members and friends, or even 
take the Trócaire boxes to your place of work, and         
encourage workmates to support the cause of Trócaire. As 
we come to the end of Lent we ask that these boxes be 
returned. In addiƟon to this, we will also be happy to    
receive donaƟons in the regular charity boxes at the front 
of the church. 

CONFESSION FOR LENT. 
Priests in the community have offered to be available 

for confession during Lent. 
There will be confession on: 

MONDAY      WEDNESDAY       FRIDAY 
4 TO 5 pm:  Confession will be heard in the room 

opposite the Sacristy. 
The Lenten confessions for the Family of Parishes will be 

in the Sacred Heart Parish on Sun March 29th at 5 pm. 

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. 
Once again trying to make meaning of our rituals, we 
urge people to bring their own palm branch to church. 
Many people are concerned that the palms are blessed, it 
is just as important that people should be able to idenƟfy 
with the ritual by bringing their own personal palm 
branch. Remember that it is fresh palm branches we use 
for the ritual, aŌer the Mass we are invited to take a 
piece of our fresh palms home and place it in a visible 
locaƟon in your home, knowing that we will be asked to 
return it for burning next Ash Wednesday. The annual 
ritual of the Palm and the Ash is a lovely reminder that 
God is paƟent with us. It’s good to personally reflect on 
how meaningful this Lenten journey was for you, perhaps 
next year will be beƩer! 

St. Joseph’s SMA Parish Blackrock  
Roof Fundraising. 

 
“Playing the Music you Love”.  

Featuring the Cork Light Orchestra:  
  

Free admission. Donation on the day for the Church    
Roof and Ceiling Renovation.   

Sunday 19th April 2026, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm,                      
St Michael’s Church, Blackrock.  

“There are Ɵmes 
When in order to keep ourselves 
In existence at all, 
We simply have to sit back for a while 
And do nothing”. 

                  - THOMAS MERTON 




