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The Bits And Pieces Of Everyday. 
Fr. Eddie Deeney has been an SMA priest for 60 years. 
In his book of memories, The Bits And Pieces Of 
Everyday, he shares some of his missionary experience 
and draws meaningful lessons for everyday life from 
them. Copies of the book are on sale in the Mass Office 
for €10. Proceeds from the sale will go towards the 
Tanga Project for Albino children in Tanzania. 

The Gospel. 
First Sunday of Lent (Cycle A) God’s presence in tesƟng 
Ɵmes. 
When Jesus gave his disciples, and all of us, the prayer that 
became known as the Lord’s Prayer, it included the        
peƟƟon, “Lead us not into temptaƟon”. Jesus seems to 
have been aware that just as he was tempted in a very  
fundamental way, so too would his followers be tempted. 
This Gospel reading is placed at the very beginning of Lent 
because Lent is a season when we are invited to become 
aware of the reality of temptaƟon in our lives. The writer of 
the story understood the subtle nature of temptaƟon, how 
what is good and pleasing has great power to lead us 
astray. The power of goodness or beauty or knowledge is 
such that we can be tempted to pursue them in a selfish 
way, in a way that we seek to control them for our own 
powerful advantage. 

Interesting Lenten Talk - Tuesday, 
24th February at 7.30pm. 
At the Crypt, in the Descent of the Holy Spirit Church in 
Dennehy's Cross, there will be a talk on Wildlife in the 
City. It is an opportunity to hear about some of Cork 
city’s      wildlife. The talk should be of interest for people 
wishing to learn more about the wildlife on their door-
step and to learn more about local biodiversity. 

Support For Trócaire. 
During Lent we will join all churches in Ireland in            
supporƟng Trócaire. Each year the response of our     
members in supporƟng Trócaire is fantasƟc. Again, the 
method of support is for each family to take a Trócaire 
envelope which contains a Trócaire money box. People 
are asked to encourage family members and friends, or 
even take them to your place of work, and encourage 
work mates to support the cause of Trócaire. At the 
end of Lent, we ask that these boxes be returned. In        
addiƟon to this, we will also be happy for donaƟons 
that we receive in the regular charity boxes at the front 
of the church. So far, our contribuƟons amount to 
€525. 

Tax Back 2026 Program. 
We thank our parishioners who are parƟcipaƟng in our 
Tax Back 2026 program. Any person wishing to join can 
take a box of envelopes from the table at the back of 
the church. All that is required is for a person to be 
paying tax and during the course of the year if your 
contribuƟons to the church exceeds €250, we can    
submit your name to revenue and the parish will    
receive €112 from the Government, at no cost to  
yourself. There are leaflets on the table giving more 
specific details about what is involved and the benefit 
to the church. 

The Importance of Small 
Steps. 
Scan the QR code to learn a very 
important lesson for spiritual life and for 
life itself!  

SMA Journal February 2026. 
Welcome to the February 2026 ediƟon of the SMA Journal. 
We celebrate the 90th Birthday of Fr Eddie Deeney SMA 
and also the launch of his latest book. In a piece prepared 
by the SMA Wilton Parish, Folklore Group, we hear about 
the Feast Days of Saints in the February calendar. In the 
final part of this month’s journal, we      
remember Fr Michael McGrath SMA who 
died recently and hear of how he dedicated 
most of his 61 years of missionary life to 
the training of Catechists.  
Scan the QR code to view. 




