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New Parish Initiative for Prayer. 
As we are located near to CUH and Bru Columbanus, 
many people come to our church, in their Ɵme of need 
they come among us and would like to feel that we 
idenƟfy with their prayers. As a way of responding to 
their need and also to our members who would like to 
feel that their prayer is also our prayer, a book has 
been placed in the middle of the church. People are 
invited to write their parƟcular intenƟon in the book. 
All intenƟons included will be remembered at each 
Mass in the Parish. Also, people are welcome to read 
the prayer intenƟons. Taking Ɵme to do so just might 
help to put our own prayer peƟƟons into perspecƟve. 

Parish Charities. 
We are inviƟng people to assist a local charity “Self-help  
Africa”, located on North Main Street. There are clothes 
bags around the church and in the Parish Centre and we ask 
people to take one and use them for clothes in good 
condiƟon, and other nominated items, for resale in their 
charity shop in the city. Returned bags can be deposited at 
the back of the church or in the Parish Centre. 

The Gospel. 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Cycle A) 
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light”. 
In today’s Gospel, Our Lord called Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John. He was saying He can’t do all the work on His 
own. I need help, I’m asking you! The four menƟoned in 
today’s Gospel weren’t the only ones who were asked! 
He’s asking us too. When I went into the seminary over 
50 years ago, things were different. In the Ireland, of the 
Ɵme, there was no great antagonism to ChrisƟan values 
or to the Church. At the present Ɵme in Ireland the    
social challenge is more acute. To stand up for our faith 
today ,we need courage but we also need convicƟon. 
In former Ɵmes, because ChrisƟanity was so dominant in 
Ireland, convicƟon was likely as a “given”. Many of us 
were commiƩed to the one thing, in the absence of   
anything else. At an intellectual level, for the broad mass 
of public anyway, there was “no contest”. Because so 
many ideas are compeƟng for aƩenƟon in modern       
society, there is a furious contest now. ScepƟcism,     
agnosƟcism or even confusion are more likely to take its 
place. We need to know our faith if we’re going to     
sustain it. We need to know it in depth, in                    
understanding, in learning. It’s no longer good enough 
to just hold on, but to dig deep, of being prepared to 
search, explore and equip ourselves for the challenges 
and opportuniƟes to come. 

SMA Journal January 2026. 
Check out the latest news and stories in the first SMA 
Journal of 2026. In this ediƟon, we hear from Father   
Patsy Lynch SMA, about stained glass windows in    
Ballinskelligs, County Kerry, important SMA and OLA  
anniversaries occurring this year, the Tanga 
project from Tanzania and about a new book 
from Father Deeney SMA. Scan the QR code 
to view the Journal. 




