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Aid to the Church in Need. 
The highlight of the Christmas program has been the        
support we are offering people who are being persecuted 
for their faith in our world. We are doing this through “Aid 
to the Church in Need”. Our collecƟon will conclude this 
week as we come to the end of the Christmas season. To 
date our collecƟon for Aid to the Church in Need amounts 
to €5,134. 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
The feast of the BapƟsm of Jesus concludes the Church’s 
Christmas season. We have recently celebrated the      
journey of the wise men from the East to the newborn 
son of Mary and Joseph. However, with today’s feast the 
focus is very much on the adult Jesus. AŌer spending 
about 30 years in the village of Nazareth, Jesus now     
journeys south to the wilderness of Judea to be bapƟsed 
by John the BapƟst in the River Jordan. Just a liƩle over 
two weeks ago, on Christmas day, we celebrated the 
birth of Jesus, the beginning of his earthly life. Today we          
celebrate a beginning in Jesus’ adult life, the beginning of 
his public ministry. The bapƟsm of Jesus is important to 
us because this was the moment when he began his          
ministry that would eventually result in the formaƟon of 
the community of his followers, the Church, and in our 
bapƟsm into that  community. 

Developing a Personal Prayer Life is 
Your Responsibility. 
The habit of prayer needs to be developed and the parish 
offers various opportuniƟes for one to join with others in 
nurturing their prayer life. There is the daily pracƟce of   
AdoraƟon, siƫng quietly in the presence of the Blessed  
Sacrament. OpportuniƟes for this pracƟce are from       
Monday to Saturday 10.30 a.m. - 12.30 a.m. and    
Wednesday 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. People wishing to join in 
silent (ContemplaƟve) prayer in our parish have two 
opportuniƟes each week. There are meeƟngs on Tuesday 
morning, 10.45 a.m. to 11.15 a.m. MeeƟng in Room 9 
bedside the sacristy, and Wednesday evenings 7.30 p.m. 
to 8.00 p.m. in Room 12 in the Parish Centre. All are 
welcome to aƩend. On Thursdays aŌer morning Mass, a 
group meets in a room, adjacent to the sacristy to       
parƟcipate in “LecƟo Divina” – this is the pracƟce of a 
period of prayerful reflecƟon of the Gospel for the    
coming Sunday. All these prayer opportuniƟes are open 
to all, and all are welcome. 

Tax Back 2026 Program.   
We thank our parishioners who are parƟcipaƟng in our 
Tax Back 2026 program. All the indicaƟons show that 
this year will be another posiƟve year for the  parish in 
terms of the income we will receive back from                  
Revenue. Thank you to those members who are        
involved. New members who have joined our parish 
might not be conscious of the value to our parish of this 
program. All that is required is for a person to be paying 
tax, and during the course of the year if your               
contribuƟons to the church exceeds €250 we can     
submit your name to revenue and the parish will     
receive €112 from the Government, at no cost to      
yourself. This is a very important source of income for              
parishes and is deeply appreciated. People who can join 
can speak with Fr. Michael or speak to the people in the 
Mass Office during the week. People who are paying tax 
and are regular aƩendees of our church who wish to 
join can do so by taking a box of envelopes from the 
back of the church and filling out the form contained in 
the box and returning it to the sacristy when              
convenient.  

Figures for our Webcam for 2025. 
The number of viewers on our webcam for 2025 was 
77,389.  This number of viewers represents people from 
83 countries. This figure represents that at least 210 
people a day are joining us for prayer and spiritual 
nourishment. SomeƟmes we might be in church and not 
be conscious of the people around us. These figures 
might be a wake-up call to encourage us all to 
parƟcipate more fully when we realize that so many 
people are coming to us for various reasons for their 
spiritual nourishment from far and wide. During Covid  
the webcam was a great support for people but now 
post Covid for so many people to be faithful to us 
throughout the year, suggests that we must be doing 
something right! 




