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Christmas Dues. 
Christmas Dues envelopes are available at the Church     
entrance. This is an opportunity for people to make a       
personal donaƟon to the parish for Christmas. Also         
available at the entrances is our 2026 Parish Calendar. Feel 
free to take one. The calendar is sponsored from funds    
taken up during the year from our Parish Pastoral fund    
collecƟons. Also available is our Christmas card with details 
of Ɵmes and services in our Church for the Christmas      
period. 

SMA Journal December 2025. 
In this SMA Journal for December 2025, we hear from 
Kenya about the recent celebraƟons marking the 30th 
anniversary of the SMA House of FormaƟon in Nairobi, 
and a report from Fr Thierry Aimade SMA, a priest from 
the Republic of Benin, who is now working with us here 
in Ireland as the APP in the SMA Parish in Wilton, Cork. 
Then we hear about some Irish tradiƟons in 
the Christmas season and finish off with a 
look back at SMA acƟviƟes in 2025. Scan the 
QR code to view the Journal. 

The Gospel. 
Feast of the Holy Family: “Take the child and his mother 
and escape into Egypt”. 
MaƩhew says the Holy Family has to take refuge in 
Egypt. There were colonies of Jews in every EgypƟan 
city. But we must not forget that the Jews were        
enslaved in Egypt a thousand years earlier. MaƩhew 
seems to have been  trying to assure his Jewish readers 
that Jesus relived the history of the Jewish people who 
took refuge in Egypt (from the famine) and escaped 
from the slavery inflicted on them in Egypt. MaƩhew 
wants to say that Jesus is the true Israel, “I called my 
Son out of Egypt”. 
The lesson that we learn here is that the Holy Family 
does not live in a golden cage. They have to deal with 
the insecurity of refugees and the danger of being 
caught by Herod. God’s plans are always – even for  
Joseph and Mary – very mysterious. Our Christmas 
charity is an opportunity for our parish to idenƟfy in a 
small way with the plight of so many ChrisƟans around 
the world who are suffering persecuƟon for their faith. 

Mass Times.  
During the coming week we will follow the usual Mass 
schedule; Mass at 10 am and 5.35 pm.  

Parish Tax Back Program for 2026. 
If you generously give €250 or more to our parish in any one 
calendar year, you could make your donaƟon work even 
harder by leƫng the Parish claim some of the tax that 
you’ve already paid to Revenue. 
How it works:  The tax back scheme allows our Parish to 
claim more than 40% in tax back on a year’s donaƟons    
totaling over €250, at no cost to you. All you need to do is 
sign up; use the envelopes the parish provides when you 
come to church.  We will then contact you at the end of the 
year with a simple form to be signed and returned to the 
Parish Office. 
Do you qualify? If you pay any Irish tax, either PAYE or     
self-assessed, and you live in Ireland, then you probably do. 
It doesn’t maƩer if you’re PAYE or self-assessed for us to be 
able to claim back your tax paid. And remember that        
self-assessed taxpayers can no longer claim their own tax 
back on charitable donaƟons – only the charity can make 
this claim from Revenue, and the money will be used to  
support the parish. If you can parƟcipate, complete the 
form in one of the numbered boxes at the back of the 
church, drop the form into one of the baskets during       
collecƟon at Mass, or drop it into the sacristy. Start using 
the envelopes and your details will be recorded and you will 
be kept abreast of developments necessary. Your              
parƟcipaƟon does make a difference to our Parish Finances. 

ALPHA Christian Formation Program. 
Curraheen Parish is hosƟng the Alpha program starƟng 
on the 22nd of January in their church 7.30 pm to 9 pm 
over 10 weeks. People wishing to aƩend can ring the 
parish office on 087 7160918 to register. This is an adult 
faith formaƟon program. 

Aid to the Church in Need. 
We thank those people who have helped to decorate our 
Sanctuary for Christmas. The highlight is the Christmas 
tree. We are asking people to further decorate the tree 
with red ribbons and offer a donaƟon which forms part 
of our Christmas support for ACN and persecuted     
ChrisƟans throughout the world. 
To date our collecƟon for Aid to the Church in Need 
amounts to €4,108. 




