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Aid to the Church in Need. 
We thank those people who have helped to decorate 
our Sanctuary for Christmas. The highlight is the      
Christmas tree. We are asking people to further decorate 
the tree with red ribbons and offer a donaƟon which 
forms part of our Christmas support for ACN and          
persecuted ChrisƟans throughout the world. To date our 
collecƟon for Aid to the Church in Need amounts to 
€2,038. 

Wilton Knitting Group. 
The Wilton Kniƫng Group have been creaƟng kniƩed hearts 
and donaƟng them to the Mercy Hospital in Cork. These 
hearts have provided great comfort to paƟents and their 
families. Edel O’Neill, End of Life Coordinator at the Mercy 
Hospital Cork, has sent a hearƞelt message of thanks to the 
ladies of the Wilton Kniƫng Group for their 
Ɵme, kindness, and generosity. You can listen 
to her thank you message by scanning the QR 
code. 

Christmas Dues. 
Christmas Dues envelopes are available at the church 
entrance. This is an opportunity for people to make a 
personal donaƟon to the parish for Christmas. Also available 
at the entrances is our 2026 Parish Calendar. Feel free to 
take one. The calendar is sponsored from funds taken up 
during the year from our Parish Pastoral fund collecƟons. 
Also available is our Christmas card with details of Ɵmes and 
services in our church for the Christmas period.  

Mass Times. 
Around the church are cards giving the Ɵmes of mass in 
our church over the Christmas period. Please take one 
and share the informaƟon.  

The Gospel. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent - “He will save his people 
from their sins”. 
The more familiar story of the annunciaƟon is found in 
Luke’s gospel. But the story in today’s mass is 
MaƩhew’s account of the message given to Joseph in a 
dream. MaƩhew is wriƟng some forty years aŌer the 
resurrecƟon, and he is anxious to show that Jesus was 
the Son of God at his concepƟon. That is why the     
virginity of Mary is so important to who Jesus really is. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES. 
Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve 
Morning Service 10.00 am 
Christmas Eve Mass:  8.00 pm 
Thursday 25th Christmas Day 
Masses at 10.30 am and 12 noon 
No evening Mass on Christmas Day 
Friday 26th December 
Mass at 12 noon 

A CHRISTMAS LETTER FROM GAZA. 
The Catholic parish in Gaza is currently celebraƟng      
Advent during an unstable ceasefire. From the heart of 
the devastated city, Fr Gabriel Romanelli of the Holy 
Family Parish describes a disastrous sanitary situaƟon 
and a day-to-day life marked by a scarcity of means for 
rebuilding. The parish priest calls on the internaƟonal 
community to pray for peace in the Holy Land. 
Christmas is drawing near, but preparaƟons are taking 
place in an atmosphere of disquiet. “The world should 
know that there are over two million people here who 
have nothing and need everything.” 
Over the past years, and even before the war, the LaƟn 
Patriarchs have always made sure to be close to the 
Catholic community in Gaza, celebraƟng Christmas with 
the Holy Family Parish in the days preceding the 25th of 
December. Will this be possible this year in the context 
of the ceasefire? For now, the only thing they are sure of 
is that the opƟon of exit permits that allowed some 
Gazan ChrisƟans to leave the territory to celebrate      
Christmas with their families is not even on the table. 

Please pray for the small Catholic community in Gaza. 
Just like they pray for us every night in Holy Family   
Parish. 

Christmas Family of Parishes Confessions. 
Christmas Family of Parishes Confessions will be held in the 
Church of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, Dennehy’s Cross on 
Sunday the 21st of December at 5p.m.  




