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Putting the Adult Christ Back into Christmas. 
The response to our “Puƫng the Adult Christ Back into              
Christmas” programme was very encouraging. AddiƟonal USB’s 
have been prepared and can be collected.  

Christmas Dues. 
Christmas Dues envelopes are available at the church 
entrance.  This is an opportunity for people to make a 
personal donaƟon to the parish for Christmas. Also available 
at the entrances is our 2026 Parish Calendar. Feel free to 
take one. The calendar is sponsored from funds taken up 
during the year from our Parish Pastoral fund collecƟons. 
Also available is our Christmas card with details of Ɵmes 
and services in our Church for the Christmas period.  

SMA Calendar 2026. 
The SMA Calendar for 2026 is now on sale in the Mass 
Office. €3 per copy.  

SMA Mass Office.  
We now stock a large range of books,               
christening candles, rosary beads and grave          
ornaments. 

The Gospel. 
Third Sunday of Advent - “Go back and tell John 
what you hear and see.” 
John the BapƟst exemplified how we can be  
imprisoned in our own percepƟon of God’s plan, 
our own schemes, our own memory of the           
golden past. We may be resisƟng the new order. 
The presence of the Spirit will be shown in new 
life, fresh vitality and growth. 
Advent is a Ɵme when the Church prepares to 
celebrate the NaƟvity – the birth of Jesus.          
Individual ChrisƟans today need support, from 
other ChrisƟans, or from the Parish they belong 
to, to help them. It’s so easy to be hijacked by 
the commercialism of the modern world. But 
where is the presence of the Spirit? 
Can the ChrisƟan community become hardened 
to the word of Jesus? 

Christmas Charity. 
Why are we focusing on ChrisƟan persecuƟon in the world 
for our Christmas charity? 
REASONS FOR SUPPORTING AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: 
Nigeria: 
Two seminarians kidnapped in southern Nigeria in July were 
released aŌer a third died while being held hostage. 
Republic of Congo: 
Terrorists killed 20 people in a hospital run by Catholic 
Sisters.  The aƩackers killed people in and around the 
hospital and set it on fire. 
Bangladesh: 
Bangladeshi ChrisƟans protested violence against their 
community aŌer three separate bombs targeted prominent 
Catholic insƟtuƟons in the past six weeks.  
What we collect during our Christmas Charity appeal we will 
give to ACN who assist persecuted ChrisƟan communiƟes 
around the world. To date our collecƟon amounts to 
€1,370.  

TAX BACK 2026. 
If you’ve generously given €250 or more to our parish in any one calendar year, you could make your donaƟon 
work even harder by leƫng the parish claim some of the tax that you’ve already paid to Revenue. 
How it works: The tax back scheme allows our parish to claim more than 40% in tax back on a year’s donaƟons   
totaling over €250, at no cost to you. All you need to do is sign up; use the envelopes the parish provides when you 
come to church. We will then contact you at the end of the year with a simple form to be signed and returned to 
the parish office. 
Do you qualify? If you pay any Irish tax, either PAYE or self-assessed, and you live in Ireland, then you probably do. 
It doesn’t maƩer if you’re PAYE or self-assessed for us to be able to claim back your tax paid. And remember that 
self-assessed taxpayers can no longer claim their own tax back on charitable donaƟons – only the charity can make 
this claim from Revenue, and the money will be used to support the parish. 
If you can parƟcipate, complete the form in one of the numbered boxes at the back of the church, drop the form 
into one of the baskets during collecƟon at mass, or drop it into the sacristy. Start using the envelopes and your 
details will be recorded and you will be kept abreast of developments necessary. Your parƟcipaƟon does make a 
difference to our parish finances. 

Christmas Family of Parishes Confessions. 
Christmas Family of Parishes Confessions will be held in the 
Church of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, Dennehy’s Cross 
on Sunday 21st December at 5pm.  

The Rise and Shine Trust.   
Picture: Fr. Michael presenƟng a cheque for €1,500 to 
representaƟves of "The Rise and Shine Trust". This charity 
sponsors children with special needs for a trip to Lourdes every 
Easter. Thank you to all of those who donated. 




