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Christmas Dues. 
Christmas Dues envelopes are available at the church      
entrance. This is an opportunity for people to make a      
personal donaƟon to the parish for Christmas. Also available 
at the entrances is our 2026 Parish Calendar. Feel free to 
take one. The calendar is sponsored from funds taken up 
during the year from our parish pastoral fund collecƟons. 
Also available is our Christmas card with details of Ɵmes and  
services in our church for the Christmas period. 

SMA Calendar 2026. 
The SMA Calendar for 2026 is now on sale in the Mass 
Office. €3 per copy.  

Parish Charity for November. 
For the month of November, we supported The Rise and 
Shine Trust (formerly the Irish Pilgrimage Trust). This 
weekend, a cheque for €1,500 will be presented to a 
representaƟve of the group. Once again, we would like 
to thank the parish for their generous support. We also 
thank those who supported the carol concert in support 
of Field of Dreams last Friday. 

Fundraiser for Breakthrough Cancer.  
Can you spare an hour or two to support Breakthrough 
Cancer Research? On Friday, 12th December, the charity 
will hold its annual Christmas Bag Packing Fundraiser in 
Dunnes Stores, Bandon Road, and they’re looking for       
volunteers to help out between 3:30p.m. and 6:00p.m. If 
you’re available and would like to get involved, please    
contact Edel from Breakthrough Cancer Research 
at edel@breakcancer.ie or 021 422 6655.  

The Gospel. 
Second Sunday of Advent- Prepare a way for the Lord. 
Advent is a Ɵme when the Church prepares to celebrate 
the NaƟvity – the birth of Jesus. MaƩhew is more 
aware than Mark that bapƟsm can become another 
dead ritual. Individual ChrisƟans today need support 
from other ChrisƟans, or from the parish they belong 
to, to help them. It’s so easy to be hijacked by the   
commercialism of the modern world. Can the ChrisƟan 
community become hardened to the word of Jesus? 

Christmas Charity. 
We are focusing on ChrisƟan persecuƟon in the world for 
our Christmas charity. 
With our focus on Red Wednesday and the work of Aid to 
the Church in Need, we highlight the sad reality faced by 
persecuted ChrisƟans around the world. Take Ɵme to read 
the Report on Persecuted ChrisƟans compiled by ACN at the 
back of the church or in the parish centre. This reality was 
highlighted for us in the recent aƩack on the parish of one 
of our Irish SMA Fathers in Nigeria. The response of people 
to take our Red Ribbons as a gesture of solidarity with     
persecuted ChrisƟans is very posiƟve. 
What we collect during our Christmas Charity appeal will be 
given to ACN who assist communiƟes around the world who 
are suffering persecuƟon. We begin our collecƟon with 
€450. 

TAX BACK 2026. 
If you’ve generously given €250 or more to our parish in 
any one calendar year, you could make your donaƟon 
work even harder by leƫng the parish claim some of the 
tax that you’ve already paid to Revenue. 
How it works: The tax back scheme allows our parish to 
claim more than 40% in tax back on a year’s donaƟons 
totalling over €250, at no cost to you. All you need to do 
is sign up; use the envelopes the parish provides when 
you come to church. We will then contact you at the end 
of the year with a simple form to be signed and returned 
to the parish office. 
Do you qualify? If you pay any Irish tax, either PAYE or 
self-assessed, and you live in Ireland, then you probably 
do. It doesn’t maƩer if you’re PAYE or self-assessed for 
us to be able to claim back your tax paid. And              
remember that self-assessed taxpayers can no longer 
claim their own tax back on charitable donaƟons – only 
the charity can make this claim from Revenue, and the 
money will be used to support the parish. 
If you can parƟcipate, complete the form in one of the 
numbered boxes at the back of the church, drop the 
form into one of the baskets during collecƟon at mass, 
or drop it into the sacristy. Start using the envelopes and 
your details will be recorded and you will be kept 
abreast of developments necessary. Your parƟcipaƟon 
does make a difference to our parish finances. 




