
  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

Feast of the Epiphany: “A light for the Gentiles”. 

In today’s Gospel we hear Matthew’s classic story of the arrival of strangers in Jerusalem.  They know something the locals do 
not; that the king of the Jews has been born in the neighborhood of Jerusalem.  The presence of the strangers, who are privy 
to this special knowledge, worried King Herod, the chief priests, and the whole of Jerusalem.  They are not disposed to act on 
what has been revealed. 

By contrast, the pagan strangers have gone as far as they can in following the star, and are willing to be instructed in a 
scripture that is foreign to them.  They act on what has been given to them.  They offer homage to the child, offer him their 
gifts, and then make their own way back to their country. 

Most of us travel to God by the routes that have been mapped out by generations of faithful Christians, but we should be 
hesitant to condemn those who take other routes in the search for the same God.  If we are all exploring God, if we are 
journeying in faith and love, then we can teach each other something new about the Almighty.  We may seem strange to each 
other, but what if the Stanger is the one who has the address of God? 

Note that at the end of the story; we are told they went back by a different route.  This is a way of saying to the 
listener that we too must go back by a different route after we celebrate Christmas.  Are we?  Am I? 

Thinking of the Wise men and how they were keen to be instructed in the Gospel message, we too should be keen to be 
instructed in our faith.  It’s good to acknowledge the effort made by people in the parish to purchase and read some of the 
many spiritual books we recycle for sale at the back of the church.  Over the months many good spiritual books have been 
offered to the parish and taken, if people have read such and are happy to pass them on we would be grateful if we could 
once again recycle them for other people to read.  

The highlight is the Christmas program has been 

the support we are offering people who are    

being persecuted for their faith in our world.  We 

are doing this through “Aid to the Church in 

Need”.  We are asking people to further        

decorate the tree with red ribbons (great to see 

we have only a few left!) and offer a donation 

which forms part of our Christmas support for 

ACN and persecuted Christians throughout the 

world.  Our collection will conclude next week as 

we come to the end of the Christmas season. 

To date our collection for Aid to the Church in 

Need amounts to €4,546. 

Parish Tax Back program for 2026 

If you generously give €250 or more to our parish in any one calendar year, 

you could make your donation work even harder by letting the Parish claim 

some of the tax that you’ve already paid to Revenue. 

How it works:   The tax back scheme allows our Parish to claim more than 40% in 

tax back on a year’s donations totaling over €250, at no cost to you.  All you need do 

is sign up; use the envelopes the parish provides when you come to church.   We will 

then contact you at the end of the year with a simple form to be signed and returned 

to the Parish Office. 

Do you qualify?  If you pay any Irish tax, either PAYE or self-assessed, and you live 

in Ireland, then you probably do.  It doesn’t matter if you’re PAYE or self-assessed for 

us to be able to claim back your tax paid.  And remember that self-assessed tax 

payers can no longer claim their own tax back on charitable donations – only the 

charity can make this claim from Revenue, and the money will be used to support the 

parish. 

If you can participate, complete the form in one of the numbered boxes at the back of 

the church, drop the form into one of the baskets during collection at Mass, or drop it 

into the sacristy.  Start using the envelopes and your details will be recorded and you 

will be kept abreast of developments necessary.  Your participation does make a 

difference to our Parish Finances. 

 During the coming week we will 

follow the usual Mass schedule; 
Mass at 10 am and 5.35 pm. 

Christmas Dues envelopes are 
available at the Church entrance.  This 
is an opportunity for people to make a 
personal donation to the parish for 
Christmas.   

Also available at the entrances is our 
2026 Parish Calendar. Feel to take one, 
the calendar is sponsored from funds 
taken up during the year from our 
Parish Pastoral fund collections.   

ALPHA Christian Formation Program. 

Curraheen Parish is hosting the Alpha program 

starting on the 22nd of January in their church 7.30 pm 

to 9 pm over 10 weeks. People wishing to attend can 

ring the parish office on 087 7160918 to register. This 

is an adult faith formation program. 

The SMA Calendar for 2026 is on 

sale in the Mass Office. €3 per copy.  

http://www.smawilton.ie



