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Why are we focusing on Christian
persecution for our Christmas charity?
The sad reality that we are highlighting with our focus
on Red Wednesday and the concern of the “Aid to
Church in Need” is for persecuted Christians around the
world. Take time to read the report on persecuted
Christians compiled by ACN at the back of the church or
in the parish centre. This reality was highlighted for us
in the recent attack on the parish of one of our Irish
SMA Fathers in Nigeria. To further highlight the cause,
we have received a video of an actual attack on a
church in Nigeria. Scan the QR code below to view the
shocking raid on a church community in Nigeria.

What we collect during our Christmas

charity appeal, we will give to ACN who otTRH
assist communities around the world who

are suffering persecution.

First Sunday of Advent- He comes in a hidden way.

The Gospel tells us that the Christian community has to
stay awake and watch, because the coming of Jesus is
often hidden from the world. Noah’s generation was
caught in the flood, not because they were robbing
banks or making war. No, their problem was that they
were so involved in taking care of themselves (eating
and drinking, that they failed to get involved in God'’s
saving mission — feeding the hungry, liberating the

Fundraiser for Breakthrough Cancer.

Can you spare an hour or two to support Breakthrough
Cancer Research? On Friday, 12th December, the charity
will hold its annual Christmas Bag Packing Fundraiser in
Dunnes Stores, Bandon Road, and they’re looking for
volunteers to help out between 3:30pm and 6:00pm. If
you're available and would like to get involved, please
contact Edel from Breakthrough Cancer Research
at edel@breakcancer.ie or 021 422 6655.

oppressed.
What can we do to stay awake today?

“God is the
best listener;

you don't need to shour or
cry because He hears even the very
silent prayer of a very sincere heart.”

Pastor John il.igt.‘v

TAX BACK 2026.

If you have generously given €250 or more to our
parish in any one calendar year, you could make your
donation work even harder by letting the Parish claim
some of the tax that you have already paid to Revenue.
How it works: The tax back scheme allows our Parish to
claim more than 40% in tax back on a year’s donations
totaling over €250, at no cost to you. All you need to do
is sign up; use the envelopes the parish provides when

ADVENT RENEWAL PROGRAM.

In the hope of encouraging greater participation by
members of the parish in some form of renewal for
Christmas, the Advent Day of Prayer has been postponed
and we offer a general invitation to all to join in our “Take a
Minute” exercise. This exercise requires people to take
just one minute twice a day to reflect upon the content of
the card provided by the parish. Please take one as you
leave the church.

This exercise will help people who wish to better prepare
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Christmas.

you come to church. We will then contact you at the end
of the year with a simple form to be signed and returned
to the parish office.

Do you qualify? If you pay any lIrish tax, either PAYE or
self-assessed, and you live in Ireland, then you probably
do. It doesn’t matter if you are PAYE or self-assessed for
us to be able to claim back your tax paid. And
remember, that self-assessed taxpayers can no longer
claim their own tax back on charitable donations — only
the charity can make this claim from Revenue, and the

Parish Charity for November.

For the month of November we will support The Rise and
Shine Trust (formally the Irish Pilgrimage Trust). The group
raises funds to sponsor young people to go to Lourdes from
Cork city and county each year. Each organising group is
tasked with raising €14,500 to pay for the young people.
Let’s see what we can do to help them during the month of
November. To date we have raised €1,033.

money will be used to support the parish.
If you are interested, complete the form which is inside

the box of envelopes and drop it into one of the baskets
during collection time or drop it into the sacristy.

The SMA Calendar for 2026 is now on sale in the Mass
Office. €3 per copy.
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