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Parish Charity for November. 
For the month of November we will support The Rise and 
Shine Trust (formally the Irish Pilgrimage Trust). The group 
raises funds to sponsor young people to go to Lourdes from 
Cork city and county each year. Each organising group is 
tasked with raising €14,500 to pay for the young people. 
Let’s see what we can do to help them during the month of 
November. To date we have raised €1,033.  

The Beginning of Christmas. 
The parish is hosƟng a Christmas Carol concert featuring 
the Cork Light Orchestra with guests One Voice Choir on Fri 
Nov 28th, 7p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church, Wilton. 
Tickets are €20 and must be purchased on Eventbrite. There 
is a QR code on posters around the Church and Parish 
Centre where Ɵckets can be purchased. 
Proceeds of the night are in aid of a Camino for 
Down Syndrome Cork/Field of Dreams. Scan the 
QR code for more detail on this event. 

SMA Calendar 2026. 
The SMA Calendar for 2026 is now on sale in the Mass 
Office. €3 per copy.  

Why are we focusing on Christian 
persecution for our Christmas charity? 
It’s a sobering thought that while we think of the first 
century AD of the Roman Empire as a Ɵme of ChrisƟan 
persecuƟon, more ChrisƟans have been killed for their 
faith in the last 100 years than in the previous 1,900 
years of ChrisƟan history. 
The latest Religious Freedom in the World Report 
2025 published by Aid to the Church in Need (a copy of 
this report is available in the church and in the Parish 
Centre) shows that a staggering 413 million            
ChrisƟans live in countries where religious freedom is  
severely violated - that’s 18%, or about one in five 
ChrisƟans. Of these, approximately 220 million live in 
countries where they are directly exposed to             
persecuƟon - that’s 10%, or one in ten of all ChrisƟans. 
At a Ɵme when there is heightened awareness of     
human rights abuses globally, there is a blind spot 
when it comes to violence against ChrisƟans and the 
wider threat to religious freedom for people of all faiths 
and none. 
According to Aid to the Church in Need, the right to 
believe — or to live according to one’s convicƟons — is 
in decline in 62 countries, affecƟng billions of people. 
Religious persecuƟon destroys communiƟes, fuels  
conflict and forces millions to flee. Now, more than 
ever, religious freedom must be defended and          
protected worldwide. 
“Religious freedom is a litmus test for all other          
freedoms, without the freedom to believe all other 
freedoms are under threat”. 

SMA Journal November 2025. 
The latest ediƟon of the SMA Journal can be viewed by  
scanning the QR code below. 
It includes stories about the following: the latest  ediƟon of 
the SMA Magazine and the SMA Calendar for 2026. We also 
hear about the new online availability of our Missionary   
AssociaƟon Cards through the SMA website. We talked with 
Bishop Bulus of Kontagora Diocese, Nigeria, an area in which 
many SMA’s served and contributed to the                         
establishment of the diocese. We hear how Newry,      
Northern Ireland honours the memory of    
Archbishop Francis Carroll SMA and finally, in 
this November the month of the Holy Souls, a     
report about the Blessing of graves in St        
Finbarr’s Cemetery, Cork. 

The Gospel. 
Feast of Christ the King. – This is the King of the Jews. 
This looks like a strange gospel passage for the feast of 
Christ the King. The sign above his head calls him “the 
King of the Jews” but he looks like anything but a 
king. The one who sees beyond these contradicƟons is 
the man on the third cross, the one whom tradiƟon calls 
the good thief. He admits his guilt, gives tesƟmony to 
Jesus' innocence, and asks to be remembered when he 
comes into his kingdom. 
How does my accepƟng of Christ as king involve          
accepƟng the cross? 




