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TAX BACK 2024 
 

As another year has come to an end, we wish to thank those who            
registered and joined in our Tax Back Program.  What we receive 
from this program does not cost anybody any additional                              
expense.  Once your total donations to the church for the year of 2024 
exceeds €250 we can claim back on your behalf from the Government 
a percentage of that money. 

At the back of the church are envelopes which a person can use to          
register to be part of the program for 2024.  Take an envelope and fill 
out the enclosed form and return it to the parish office or just drop it in 
the basket during the Sunday collection at Mass. 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY: ARC CANCER SUPPORT HOUSE 

We have concluded our support for our Christmas charity.          
We will be presenting the Arc House with a cheque for €3,800 
this weekend.  We will also be forwarding a cheque for the 
amount of €1,500 to AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED as a                   
contribution from the parish in support of the people of Gaza. 

Questions from our readings today 
 
 

1. Andrew goes immediately to bring his brother Simon to Jesus.  Who has brought you to stand before                       

Jesus?  And do you return that favor and bring others to stand before Jesus to be seen and known? 
 

2. Samuel is instructed to respond to his voices, dreams and what disturbs him in his sleep, with a prayer of                  

invitation to God: “Speak, for your servant is listening”.  Do we begin our days and end them with these words? 
 

3. The verb ‘listen’ means ‘to obey’.  Once listening to the Word of God, we are called to respond.  It’s a way of 

being present to God’s Spirit and Word in the world.  Don’t listen if you don’t want to change your life 

THE CHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR: 
 

From Monday (8th Jan) the church returns to Ordinary Time in the             
Liturgical calendar and will continue until Ash Wednesday on the 
14th February.  During these weeks, the Sunday Gospels will follow the 
Gospel of Mark (Cycle B).  Mark’s Gospel is the first of the Gospels to 
have been written.  It’s a good time to read the few pages in the book 
on the Bible we sold in church over the Christmas season. 

A new initiative for the parish is the formation of a group who wish to promote the First Saturday 
devotions to our Lady of Fatima.  It consists of the recitation of the rosary prior to the 10 am 
Mass on the First Saturday of each month and a short meditation on the mysteries after the Mass. 

PARISH CHARITY FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
 

A request has been received from GROW, which is a                        
community mental health organization. They provide a free 
support network for anyone who may be struggling with any 
aspect of their mental and emotional wellbeing.  Weekly peer 
support meetings are held around Cork, including in our own 
Parish Centre. 
People come to GROW for a variety of reasons.  It can be               
depression, anxiety, stress, bereavement, relationship                
problems, isolation or any other mental or emotional                    
challenges that we can encounter in our lives. 
People wishing to support this charity can do so by using the 
boxes in both walls marked at the front of the church. 

DISTRACTION 
 

A poor peasant was surprised to hear the              
clip-clop of a horse man approaching as he was 
walking along the path.  When the horsemen 
saw him, he pulled up his reins and stopped 
the horse, to have a friendly conversation with 
the peasant. 
The peasant, even more surprised at this              
gesture, admired the horse effusively.  
The longing in his eyes was obvious, and  
the horseman’s heart was moved. 
“Would you like to own a horse like this?” he 
asked him. 
The peasant’s eyes nearly popped out of his 
head.  “Sir, there is nothing I would love more 
than to own a horse like this,” he replied.  “Tell 
you what”, offered the horseman.  “If you can 
recite the Lord’s Prayer without any hesitation 
or digression or distraction you can have the 
horse as a gift.” 
Hardly able to believe his ears, the peasant 
immediately began to recite the Lord’s                
Prayer.   He got as far as “lead us not into 
temptation” before he stopped, distracted, 
and asked:  “Do I get the saddle as well?” 
And at this the horseman rode away. 
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