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Christmas Reconciliation Service. 

On Wed. 22nd during the 5.35 pm Mass we will have a pre-Christmas reflection 
and reconciliation service.  Hopefully by then we will be more attuned to the 
mystery of Christmas.   That we will be ready not just to acknowledge our    
failures, but that we will have a desire to enter more fully into the implications 
of what it is to celebrate the mystery of Christmas. 

That we can be more like Simeon.  That we can recognise the NEW in the 
Christmas message.   We will then be better able to celebrate Christmas as a 
Christmas community. 

We hope you can join us. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CANDLE. 

Last year for Christmas there was a great response to our appeal “Light a candle for Christmas”.  We are repeating the invitation to light our candles on Christmas Eve in our homes. It’s a little gesture of bond-

ing as a parish and for a token of €5 you can have a candle.  Proceeds of the sale of the candles will be added to our Christmas charity. 

This year we are selling our Christmas candles again.    We invite families to purchase one and use it on Christmas Eve in your homes.  All who buy the candles will, we hope, join together in a gesture of soli-

darity on that night. 

As a lead up to Christmas I invite people to participate in a practice in preparation for the lighting of our Christmas candles.  What I’m suggesting is that we take time at the end of each day where we light a 

candle or two or three — enough to read a book by, or to just sit and stare at the flame, which, by drawing oxygen, reminds us we need to breathe, too. 

Lighting candles during this season of darkness (in the Northern Hemisphere, at least) reminds us of our call to be light in the world and is a symbol of hope of the light and promise of abundant life that comes from Jesus. 

Sitting alone in a room, we can feel at peace and connected at a level that has escaped us for most of this time of pandemic.  I invite you to join in this practice along with everyone else who reads this. We will be in community in our solitude.  Sit and 
stare at a candle, read, pray, stretch, or do whatever it is that will help you unwind and slow down by candlelight. If you don't have a candle, simply get comfortable and sit in the darkness. 

If we can connect with this exercise the ritual of lighting our Christmas candles on Christmas Eve will take on special meaning.  Try it! 

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT. 

On Thursday 23rd Dec the parish will host a Carol Service on our Web 
Cam.  We are restricted by Covid- 19 but by means of inviting various choirs to 
come to the church at different times and respecting their pods we have put 
together an impressive selection of Christmas carols for people to enjoy. 

We thank the various choirs who are participating: Scrubs from the CUH, The 
Wilcollane Singers; The Indian community and the children from the Gael Scoil.  We also thank our 
readers. We thank Paul O ’Flynn and his son, David, who were the brains and technicians behind the 
project. We hope you can join us and enjoy the program. 

KNIT FOR AFRICA. 

Our Christmas charity is up and 

running.  To date we have real-

ized €587. In supporting the project 

what we ask is that people place 

their donation in the container by 

the Tree and place a red 

ribbon on the Christmas 

tree.  Hopefully by the 

end of Christmas the 

tree will be covered in 

red ribbons.  

TAX BACK 2022. 

We thank those members who have collected their Tax Back envelopes for 2022.  There are still some to be collected.  We appeal to 
other members who are in a position to join and support the parish financially through the program.  All that is required is that a person 
is paying tax. If you are such a person, take a box of envelopes and register your name and phone number against the box number on 
the sheet provided. Use the appropriate envelopes when making offerings during the church collection.  If the total amount of a person’s 
contributions during 2022 exceeds €250 the parish can apply for an amount of over €100 from the Tax Office. That is all that is expected 
of a person. There are no complications, there are no Tax issues that one need to be concerned about, but it is a very important source of 
income for the parish. 

Christmas Arrangements  2021 
Friday 24th December  

Christmas Eve 
Mass at 10 am and  

Mass of Christmas Night at 8pm 
Saturday 25th December 

Christmas Day 
Mass at 10.30am and 12 noon 

Sunday 26th December  
St. Stephen’s Day 

Mass at 10.30 am and 12 noon 
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