St. Joseph’s Church Wilton
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New publication from the SMA.

I would like to recommend a new publication by Fr. Tim Cullinane SMA. The book is entitled “The Catholic Faith through Stories”. Much of what we remember from Jesus are his parables and stories. Tim, in this book, using stories and parables, addresses such varied topics as “Meaning of Life”, “Who is God for you?”, “The will of God”, “Devil and Temptation” and many more.
It’s an interesting way of putting before us some of the deep mysteries of our faith. The book is on sale in the Mass office at €5 a
copy. Here is a sample of one such story:
Be Thankful.
A blind boy sat by the corner of the road with a signboard beside him which said, “I am blind, please help me” and with a hat for
passers-by to put coins in. As the day wore on there were only a few coins in the hat. In the afternoon, a certain man was walking
by. He took a few coins from his pocket and dropped them into the hat. Then he took the sign, turned it around and wrote a few
words on it. He put the sign back so that everyone who passed by could see the new words.

ADORATION IN OUR PARISH.
In addition to the regular periods
of Adoration,
Monday - Saturday,
10.45am- 12.30pm
we are inviting people to
come and join in a
period of Adoration on
Wednesday’s from 6pm to
9pm. During the long evenings it
might be a nice opportunity to
spend some time in Quiet Prayer.

Soon the hat began to fill up. A lot more people were giving money to the blind boy. That evening the man who had changed
the sign came to see how things were. The boy recognised his footsteps and asked, “were you the one who changed my sign earlier in the day? What did you write?” The man said, “I only wrote the truth.” I said what you said but in a different
way”. What he had written was: “Today is a beautiful day and I cannot see it.” The boy said, “But the meaning is the same,
what made the people help me more than usual”.
The man said, “yes, you are right”, but the first sign said simply that you were blind. The second sign made the people aware that
they were not blind. The boy now understood it very well. You don’t value a thing unless you don’t have it. Do you think the first
sign and the second sign were saying the same thing? Of course, both signs told people the boy was blind. The second sign told
people that they were lucky that they were not blind. Should we be surprised that the second sign was more effective.

Be thankful for what you have.

Background on the Gospel Reading

INDIA CORONAVIRUS APPEAL.

This week we return to the liturgical season of Ordinary Time.
This Sunday and next Sunday, however, are designated as
solemnities, special days that call our attention to the central
mysteries of our faith. Today, on the first Sunday after Pentecost,
we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. This feast
invites us to consider what we believe about God, who has revealed
himself to us in the Trinity, one God in three Persons. The Gospel
for this Solemnity is taken from the Gospel of Matthew.

Our Appeal to support the plight of the people of India, as they seek to address the

BISHOPSTSOWN TIDY TOWNS are currently looking for volunteers. The area
they cover is Wilton to Dennehy’s Cross, Model Farm Road over Melbourne Road
and the Curraheen area. As well as keeping the area tidy this is an opportunity to
meet like-minded people and great for keeping fit. For more information, contact:

083/4077781 or follow them on Facebook.

consequences of the Virus, is proving to be a very positive challenge to our
parish. The response from our members has been fantastic, now we are combining
with the Syro-Malibar Indian community who use our church and have been active
in our parish. With their contribution and with what we have collected we are just
short of collecting €11,000 for our appeal. This is way beyond any
appeal we have supported to date. Wonderful.

With the advice of Fr. Sibi, the Syro-Malibar chaplain, we have identified an
appropriate charity in India which we will use the money to assist. It’s nice to know
that our contribution will be administered properly and can make a practical
difference to the challenge facing the people of India. Details of the charity will be
announced; we will continue the appeal until mid-June.

CHURCH SANITIZING

It is a responsibility of ours to see
that the church is sanitized after
each Mass.
I would like to express my
appreciation to the people who
undertake the task on behalf of all
of us who are happy to come to our
church to pray.
Having a second collection on
Sundays is a way of acquiring the
funds to pay for the
exercise. Thank you for your
understanding and generosity in
this regard.
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