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NEW YEAR – 2017.
If you make only one resolution this year, let it be to live boldly. You control the moment. Rather than cautiously testing the water,
dive straight into life with abandon. Imagine the person you want to be and the life you want to live, then simply commit to
them. Believe in yourself. Embrace your beauty. Discover your passion. And whatever you do, wherever you go, don’t be
afraid to make a splash.
From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.
Someone during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels of
meaning: the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church. Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember.


The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.
The turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.
Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.
The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of the Old Testament.
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.
Seven swans a-swimming represented the seven fold gifts of the Holy Spirit: Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, contribution, Leadership and Mercy.
The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control.
The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments.
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed.

TAX BACK 2017
A special thanks to all those members who have
registered in support of our Tax Back Scheme for
2017. It is hoped by your generous support this will be
a new, and much needed, means of financial support
for the parish this year.
We hope more TAX PAYING members will join
up. There is a basket at the back of the church with
registration forms. Fill out the form, enclose it in the
envelope, and drop it in the church collection basket
on Sunday or drop it into the Mass Office.

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

New Year Gift for yourself - or a friend.
Copies of The Gospel of John (Living Waters) are available for sale at the price of .50c a copy. We have a limited
supply and it would be an easy way of introducing a friend to one of the Gospels. Copies are on sale in the Mass
Office.

January Parish Charity.
A migrant family has recently moved into our parish. They are currently occupying a house made available by the
OLA sisters. The Parents and young children are struggling with the English language. In a desire to help them we
will use the proceeds of our January Poor Box collection to pay for an English tutor who will take on the role of
teaching English to the family. It gives us a chance to do something positive to help this world wide crisis.

Friday 6th January
7.25 am, 10 am, 12 noon and 5.35 pm
Vigil of Feast, Thursday 5th January: 6 pm and 7.30 pm
The Parish Centre will re-open on Tuesday 3rd January.
Bingo will take place at 8 pm as usual on Monday 2nd January.

