
SMA Church &  

Parish Centre, Wilton smawilton 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton 
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@sma.ie 

The Gospel of Mark 
 

Each of us is divided because of choices we have made and continue to 

make.  We listen to God’s authority in the Good News but we also listen to lots 

of minor powers: the media, politicians, economists, fads of culture, our peers, 

the call of greed and selfishness, to rampant disregard for the earth and other 

human beings, to the misuse of other persons.  Perhaps Jesus is rebuking us  

today.  Are we listening?  How will we respond? 

LENT IS JUST THREE WEEKS WAY 
 

As usual, we are inviting people to bring withered palm branches to be burned to form the 

Ash for Ash Wednesday (14th February). The call to repentance is an individual call and an 

individual response.  

However, the invitation to REPENT is being done in the presence of the community and with 

the ash formed from the withered palms of our community. This being so, it might just           

challenge us to reflect a bit more seriously as a community this year.  

This year the parish is inviting members to join in a series of Lenten talks on the Thursdays of 

Lent at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Each session lasts less than 45 minutes. If we don ’t do 

the work of Lent, we come to Easter and nothing will have changed in our lives or in the life 

of our parish. The talks will revolve around the themes contained in the Lenten Prayer card 

prepared at the entrance to the church. Please take one as you come and go from the 

church.  

As Parish Priest, I am seriously extending this invitation to all parishioners.  

It’s time for those who are concerned about the future of our parish to take ownership of 

that future and show the need to work and grow together this Lent. 

PARISH CHARITY FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
 

A request has been received from GROW, which is a community mental health                 
organization. They provide a free support network for anyone who may be        
struggling with any aspect of their mental and emotional wellbeing. Weekly peer 
support meetings are held around Cork, including in our own Parish Centre. 
 

To date we have collected €785. We have forwarded a cheque for the amount of 
€2,000 to AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED as a contribution from the parish in support 
of the people of Gaza. 

DEVELOPING A PERSONAL PRAYER LIFE IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

The habit of prayer needs to be developed and the parish offers various                                
opportunities for one to join with others in nurturing their prayer life.  

There is the daily practice of Adoration, sitting quietly in the presence of the Blessed            
Sacrament. Opportunities for this practice are from Monday to Saturday 10.30 to 
12.30 am and Wednesday 6 to 7 pm. 

We offer an opportunity to sit in Silent Adoration on Wednesday in the sacristy at 
7.30 pm for 30 minutes. 

On Thursdays after morning Mass, a group meets in a room adjacent to the sacristy 
to participate in “Lectio Divina” – this is the practice of a period of prayerful                 
reflection of the Gospel for the coming Sunday. 

All these prayer opportunities are open to all, and all are welcome. 

 2018  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Church collections 87,904 84,534 45,484 55,661 66,607 78,638 

Shrine (candles) 27,308 30,370 20,104 23,880 25,630 29,520 

Charities 17,900 20,530 23,759 52,795 34,992 43,052 

WELL DONE AND THANK YOU 

                                               

 

 

 

Our auditors have just concluded their annual report on our parish finances.  It is 
good to reflect upon our current parish income and compare what has been and in 
particular to notice how we have bounced back after Covid.    

We hear a lot of pessimism around church today but these figures reflect something 
very positive about our parish. Well done and thank you for your generosity to our 
parish.  Money is not everything but it does help. 
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