
 A TIME OF PERIL – AND POSSIBILITY. 
(Extract from “The Tablet” by Catherine Pepinster.) 

 

It has been a year like no other.   Catholics are beginning 

to feel a degree of relief.   Vaccines are being rolled out and the 
end of the lockdown is in sight, and also the hope that they can 
go to Mass again soon.  A return to normal life seems not far 
over the horizon.  Yet is that possible – or even desirable? 

The coronavirus pandemic has changed society and the Church 
has been changed as much as any other part of it.  Social         
distancing has meant that churches will not be as full as they 
once were.  Some people will never return.  They have got out 
of the habit; the obligation to attend Mass on a Sunday no long-
er matters to them in the way it once did.  Some may still feel 
that they will be safer from the virus if they stay at home to 
watch a Mass from a church of their choice on their laptop. 

One issue for discussion is how, in this digitally comfortable age, 
parishes will be able to lure back most of their existing Mass 
goers while also persuading some of those who have dipped 
their toes into the waters to physically cross the thresh-
old.  Many are saying that this will be essential for the church’s 
spiritual and pastoral future.  But there is another reason why 
the return of people to the pews is essential.  Money. 

Prayer might be essential to faith but every institution requires 
money to oil the wheels.  The church has to provide the priest 
with an income and pay its staff their salaries, finance its build-
ings and meet the many pastoral needs that people look to the 
Church to fulfil. 

  

Individual confession will return to its normal time of  
Saturday morning for one hour after the 10am Mass.   
Confession will be in the room by the sacristy where a         

protective screen is located. 

BISHOPSTSOWN TIDY TOWNS are currently looking for volunteers.    

The area they cover is Wilton to Dennehy’s Cross, Model Farm Road over     

Melbourne Road and the Curraheen area.  As well as keeping the area tidy this 

is an opportunity to meet like-minded people and great for keeping fit. 

For more information, contact: 083/4077781 or follow them on Facebook. 

Purpose of the Easter season. 

The church gives us the Easter Season, which lasts until Pentecost Sunday (23rd May), as a time for us as a com-

munity to reflect on opportunities that we, as a parish, might consider as ways of keeping alive the spirit of East-

er among ourselves.  

Any suggestions would be appreciated. 

1. A proposal to introduce Adoration in the church on Wednesday evenings from 6 to 10pm is going to be 

introduced for a trial period starting this week. As a parish we are setting a good example on the value of 

Quiet Prayer let’s see can we make this new initiative work. 

PARISH CHARITY. 
Following our successful appeal in support of Trocaire we are now 
extending a helping hand in raising funds for the Irish Kidney      
association.  Our appeal has started with an amount of €176.80. 
 Our Trocaire appeal came to €4,700.  This amount will be forward-
ed to the Trocaire office.  Thanks again for the generous support. 

Wilton Justice Group - Planting seeds 

This is a great time to get planting, with increasing daylight and warming            

temperatures.  Unfortunately, we cannot have our parish “Seed Sunday” this 

year, due to the Covid restrictions.  But we still need to support our biodiversity, 

especially bees and other pollinators, while enjoying the therapeutic effects of 

planting and ‘growing our own’. 

There are 98 species of wild bee, between bumblebees and solitary bees, but one third of them are 

threatened with extinction.  They need good plants to provide their food pollen and nectar, such as 

heathers, hellebores, catmint, lavender, asters; herbs such as chives, rosemary and oregano, trees 

such as crab apple, rowan, whitethorn and many fruit bushes. 

We still plan to hold a Harvest Festival in the autumn.  And we invite you to send in 

photos of your   successful planting, which we will display during the Festival.  You 

can send in your photos together with your name and contacts to justice@sma.ie  

                                                                  Wilton Justice Group 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton  
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@yahoo.com 

Mass Times LIVE via the webcam 

Monday - Friday 10am and 5.35 pm 

Saturday: 10 am  Vigil Mass: 6 pm  

Sunday:  9 am, 10.30 am and 12 noon  

http://www.smawilton.ie



