
2020 – Ministry by Web Cam. 
Who would have taught at the start of 2020 that so 
much of our year would be confined to the Web 
Cam.  While it was a new experience, it proved to 
be a very challenging and rewarding experience.  I 
would like to thank the many people who made the 
experience so rewarding for the parish.  I’d like to 
thank my fellow priests, parish ministers, parish 
secretary who managed idonate and the many 
emails, the person who maintained the parish web-
site and web cam.  I would   also like to 
acknowledge the many people who took time to 
contact us with notes of encouragement. 
  
The role played by the Web Cam in the life of the 
parish can be     observed from the figures provid-
ed by the company who run the service – Church 
Services. 
During 2020 we had 299,368 viewers, it in-
volved people watching for 122,243 hours and 
from 101 countries around the world. The Parish Centre re-opens Monday 4th January 2021 

St. Joseph’s Church Wilton  
Telephone: 021- 4341362   Website: www.smawilton.ie  email: stjosephschurchwilton@yahoo.com 

Mass Times LIVE via the webcam 

Monday - Friday 10am and 5.35 pm 

Saturday: 10 am  Vigil Mass: 6 pm  

Sunday:  9 am, 10.30 am and 12 noon  

“Go search diligently for the young child” 
Isn’t it strange that it should be the arch-tyrant King Herod who 
gave what is perhaps the best advice anyone could give at this 
time of the year?   That is should be he, the brutal murderer of 
the babes of Bethlehem, who spoke those words to the Magi, 
words which inspire us today as they encouraged them, “Go 
and search diligently for the young child.” (Mt 2:8). 
God is full of surprises.  We do not always find him where we 
expected him to be, and then suddenly there comes a hint, a 
nudge, a throwaway word or a pieces of advice from Herod, and 
there he is.  Of all the characters in the Christmas story – Mary, 
Joseph, the shepherds, the angels, the Magi – Herod is not the 
one we’d single out as having anything to say to us.  But there it 
is, “Go and search diligently for the child”. 
The wise men took the advice and followed the directions given 
by Herod.  They found the One they were looking for in the place 
Herod sent them.  It was the end of a long search.  It was also 
the beginning of another journey.  They were warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod and they went back by “another 
way”.  When we meet Jesus, the direction of our life is 
changed. 

Copies of our Parish Calendar 
2021 is available at Church 

entrances.   
The cost of publication is 

from proceeds of our Parish 
Pastoral fund collections  

during the year. 

TAX BACK 2021 

The Tax Back Scheme has been a great benefit to the parish during these diffi-

cult financial times. Parishioners should be grateful to people who sustained 

their contributions during 2020. Unless people reach the figure of €250 by the 

end of the year their names cannot be submitted for tax relief. So far this year 

we have received € 11,570.45   from the scheme. Thanks again to all who are 

participating. 

Envelopes for 2021 have been slow in arriving due to postal delays but are now 

ready for collection. As we begin a new year we again ask members paying tax 

to register, if they have not done so yet. 2021 could be as difficult a year as 

2020 was financially for the parish. This program does not cost people anything; 

just a commitment to use envelopes in making their financial payments to the 

church. 

For our Christmas charity we are supporting–

 Aid to the church in Need.   

We have to date collected €4,259.  This is a    

deserving charity; we support people who do not 

have the freedom we have to practice their faith 

as we do. We are restricted by the virus and 

hopefully in time all will be well again.  But for 

these people this will not be so. 

To show your support we ask people to place a 

red ribbon on our Christmas Tree and place your 

donation in the box.   The red covering the 

church’s external lights is a statement of support 

to this cause. 

Thank you, this is a great effort for our Christmas 

charity.  We will continue our appeal until the end 

of the Christmas season. – 10
th
 January 2021. 

Christmas and New Year Reading. 
A new publication might help people face 2021 

with new meaning and energy are: Trellis for the 
Soul by Martina Lehane Sheehan - €14.99. 

“A vision of hope for challenging times” 

http://www.smawilton.ie



